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A Typical Sunday Morning in the  

CCGA Volunteerôs Life 
 

 On May 31st, 2009,  the commercial freighter ñAlgowoodò was in transit on Lake Erie SSE of Port Burwell 

when one of the shipôs crew members was taken ill. JRCC Trenton was notified and a decision was made to task the 

CCGA Vessels ñPopôs Prideò berthed in Port Burwell and ñMaverickò based in Port Stanley along with the CCGC Cape 

Lambton which was in Port Colborne on a SAREX at the time and a DND Griffon helicopter from CFB Trenton. 

 The ñAlgowoodò altered course towards Port Burwell to reduce the transit time to rendevous with the CCGA 

vessels. ñAuxiliary Vessel Popôs Prideò rendezvoused with the ñAlgowoodò approximately 10 minutes prior to the 

ñAuxiliary Vessel Maverickò arriving on scene. 

 The weather at the time had winds from the NW gusting to 25 knots and seas of approximately 1 metre. ñPopôs 

Prideò was able to work alongside the ñAlgowoodò on her leeward side to where the boarding gangway had been low-

ered. Assisted by the crew of the ñAlgowoodò the ill party was brought down the shipôs gangway and successfully trans-

ferred to the 24 foot Auxiliary Vessel ñPopôs Prideò from the 730 foot commercial freighterò.  JRCC Trenton arranged 

for EMS to meet ñPopôs Prideò in Port Burwell.  

 This is an example of how CCGA resources are used to augment the SAR capability in the Central and Arctic 

Region. The transfer took place approximately 8 miles offshore in less than ideal conditions. ñM.V. Algowoodò was ini-

tially approximately 20 miles off the Canadian shoreline SE of Port Burwell when the call was received for assistance. 

 ñAuxiliary Vessel Popôs Prideò and Unit Leader Nathan Dawley along with crew member Ron Cairns joined the 

CCGA in 2008. The third member of the crew, Tom Millard, is a Station Chief with the Bayham Township Fire Service.  

Nathan and Ron are also members of the Bayham Township Fire Service. All three individuals aboard the Auxiliary 

Vessel for the tasking were also trained with the fire department as Medical Aid First Responders. The success of this 

tasking clearly indicates the high level of training available to volunteers within the CCGA and volunteer fire depart-

ments throughout the region and speaks highly of the CCGA training program in SAR and vessel handling and other ar-

eas addressed within the CCGA training program.  

 Again, this tasking clearly indicates the teamwork among individuals and rescue resources available to the Cana-

dian public which permits those involved to have the capability and resources to serve the Canadian public, regardless of 

the fact that some are volunteer and other are full time resources.  
Submitted by 

Leslie Reading 

 

CCGA 30th 

Anniversary Celebration held 

Saturday, February 21st, 2009  

brought together Past and 

Present Presidents 
 

Left to rightð 

Malcolm Dunderdale,  

CCGA National Chair,  

Central & Arctic Region President 

Gary Endicott, 

C&A Past President Jack Kruger, 

Past President John Levantis and 



Presidentôs Report 
 

 As I type this it is almost Christmas, with the New Year, the first year in the 

second decade of the new millennium right around the corner. So the thought would be 

to wish each of you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. However knowing 

that you wonôt read this until the New Year I will say that I hope that all of you had a 

safe and happy holiday season. 

 This being the last year of the first decade in the new millennium makes me 

think back to 1999, the last year of the last millennium. And the infamous Y2K. It was a 

time of unlimited opportunity for the naysayers and doomsday prophets. 

 And while a lot of what was said was hype there was a basis for their concerns. 

Millions, if not billions of dollars were spent analyzing the current situations, develop-

ing a plan to rectify the issues as required, and implementing the plan.  And any of you 

who watched New Years 2000 progress around the globe will know that for the most 

part all that happened was that people had a Happy New year. 

 This is not unlike our recent history. Except for the spending millions of dollars part. 

 About five years ago it was identified that we had problems with both the accuracy of our membership records 

and our levels of qualified members. So teams were formed to analyze the situations and to develop plans to rectify the 

problems. 

 Two years ago we began rolling out the SMS system. Among the many attributes that this system brings to our 

organization implementing it forced us to clean up our membership records. 

 And in 2009 we began rolling out our new training and evaluation process. This has been successful to date. We 

need to keep up, and if possible increase our momentum so as to achieve our objective of having all of our members 

meet the requirements for membership by the end of 2010. While we did a good job this summer that is not to say that 

there are not areas that might be improved. So our Training Committee, under Jim Aitkenôs leadership, is looking at 

ways that we might be able to more effectively deliver this program next season. 

 Recognizing that we need to take every opportunity that we can to provide training, this years AGM will have 

training sessions on both Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. This is a great opportunity to reach many of our 

members and at the same time provide more value for the dollars spent. The Training Committee, assisted by Shannon 

and Juanita is putting together what I am sure you will find is an interesting and informative program. 

 One other initiative that will also soon bear fruit and it is hoped make everybodyôs life easier is our documenta-

tion committee will soon have a package of information assembled. It struck me as a new Director that there seemed to 

be a lot of rules, rulings and processes that had been implemented.  But there was no consistent method by which these 

had been documented.  So a documentation committee composed of Glynis Withyman and Jamie Kerwin, and chaired by 

Don Limoges, was formed. These folks are documenting our various processes and that information should be made 

available to you early in the new year. 

 I look forward to meeting many of you at the AGM and many more as I try to get out into the Districts next sea-

son. Until then; Be safe! 
 

Gary Endicott 

News from District 7 
 

 District 7 had a relatively quiet year this past season. Many requests were received for Boating Safety presenta-

tions and for a return of Bobbie in the schools. Unfortunately all requests had to be turned down. 

 We did manage to have a good turn out for the annual SAREX held in Thunder Bay this past year considering it 

was held mid week and some of our members had employment obligations. This years SAREX is tentatively planned 

for Nipigon Bay. No dates have been established at this time. 

 Jim Aitken owner of Loon Magic accepted the position of Training Director this past year. This is a very de-

manding and important job and we wish him all the success with his endeavors.  

 Three new vessels were welcomed, the Ella Rose, located in Thunder Bay, Loon Magic was reestablished in 

Flatland Harbour and the Anica Lee located at Bowman Island.  

 We lost one of our new members, Tom Falzetta, out of Terrace Bay this past December. We extend our deepest 

sympathy to his family and friends. 

 Looking forward to working with everyone again this year. 
 

Rick Oldale    



A glimpse of life in our Arctic District  

 

 

 

 

"Mackenzie" on the MacKenzie River   

 

 

 

"GUARDIAN", Gypsum Point, Great Slave Lake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"Hauling fuel drums across Herschel Island to refuel 

"MacKenzie" and "Aklavik".  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cambridge Bay unit taking German Sailboat 

"Perithea" under tow 
 

Jack Kruger 

Arctic District  

Recognition of 30 Years Service 

February 21st, 2009 
 

 It  has been 30 years since the dream of Captain 

John Hanbidge was formed into reality the ñCanadian 

Marine Rescue Auxiliary (Central) Inc.ò.  We have de-

veloped a diverse history and came along way to be now 

known as the ñCanadian Coast Guard Auxiliary, Central 

& Arctic Regionò.  We have become recognized and re-

spected throughout the boating community.   

 We have made Captain Johnôs dream come true 

with the dedication of all our members and especially the 

following who have been with the organization since the 

beginning in 1978. 
 

Facility Service Recognition: 
 

1  -  PARA  5  -  Sault SAR 

8  -  TOWARF  9  -  COMRA 

35 -  Zeus  36  -  Avalon 
 

Recognized for 30 years of Service: 
 

14  Gary Endicott  241   Marg Lochner 

56  Dick Stam   243   John Clarke 

99    Horst Anderson  244   Donald Limoges 

129  Jim Weldon  246   Jeanette Limoges 

134  John Levantis  250   Martin Gignac 

170  Richard Harrison  263   Neil Jardine 

229  Maurice Stevens  267   Harold Thompson 

235  Peter Graham  281   Dennis OôReilly 

238 Lou Lochner 
 

Thank you to all our Volunteers 

and their families!   

Looking forward to more 30 year awards this 

year and in the future. 

  

 

Reverend Grace 
Coleman Anthony, Chaplain 

for the CCGA, C & A Region 

and the congregation of St. 

Paulôs Anglican Church in 

Point Edward, ON extend an 

invitation to all to visit their 

church located at 210 Michigan 

Ave., Point Edward to view the 

Canadian Coast Guard Colours 

which are hung on display 

there. 

 While there you also can take the opportunity to 

visit the Mariners Museum located in the church base-

ment. 

  

If you would like to speak with Revôd Grace you can  


